all papers in the wastebasket when you are through with
them and by keeping the shops and other rooms clean
and neat. In the kitchens or any other place where you
use fire you should be sure to put out matches and to do
nothing that might cause a flame to spread.
Fire escapes give you a way to get out of the building
in case it should start to burn. Your fire escapes may be
stairways of metal slats outside the building, or there may
be two or more stairways inside made of materials that
do not burn. There should be enough fire escapes in
different parts of the building for everyone to be able to
leave it quickly. If there is a fire at one end of the hall,
for example, there should be a fire escape at the other
end of the building. Nothing should ever be placed in
front of fire-escape doors or on the stairways to prevent
you from getting out easily. Stairways need to be light
at all times, but in case of fire it is especially important
to be able to see your way out.
Fire drills are held to show you how to get out of the
school building quickly and safely. Although there are
few school fires nowadays, pupils are taught safety habits
that will save their lives should fire start. They learn
exactly what to do and where to go as soon as the alarm
sounds. Knowing what to do keeps the pupils from being
frightened or from having to look around for a way out
of the building.
Fire drills should be carried out just as if there were
real danger. A fire drill is really simple when everyone
does his part. For a good drill you should take your place
in line as soon as you hear the alarm. The teacher directs
the line. In some schools the safety patrol or pupils
chosen and specially trained help at the time of the drill.
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